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We’re VERY excited to announce that (Covid-permitting) we
will be reviving a wide ranging programme of events, starting
in July. These will include the return of Lunchtime Concerts in
the church, and a re-vitalised ‘God-in-Art’ Programme on 1st
Sundays - to enable musicians and other artists to share songs,
pictures and poetry which has touched them. Choral Evensong
will be back from July too, we hope! (4th Sundays at 6)
We’re also planning to launch ‘Saturday Night at the Havant
Pallant’ - in association with John Gleadall, Chris Wood and
Dielle - a monthly evening of GREAT music by local bands and
artists - supporting local musicians, and giving us all a chance
to be together, sharing laughter and song! This will take place
on First Saturdays.
Yes, dear friends, the end to our Locked-down Lives is in sight!
More details to follow in the coming weeks!
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Our Pattern of Worship
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the
Divine, Ghana
Rod & Glenda Thomas
(Sendai, Japan)
The Diocese
For Commissary Bishop
Rob, & the Diocesan
Team as they discern
the future.
Our Parish &
Community
Especially newly
elected councillors
Those in Urgent Need
Marlene Sharpe
David Boynton
David Walker
Tim McCann
Ian Dillow
Veronica Holder
Patrick Hounsham
Olive Rush
Pauline Kaznowski
Brandon Taylor
William Ingles
Angela Thompson
The Recently Departed
Margaret Ward
Ken Adams
Jane Crespin
John Bulley
Anniversaries of
Departed
14th Margaret Christie
16th Phoebe Ellis
17th Ivor Morgan
Terry Marjorie Warlow
18th Edna Gomersall

SUNDAY
0930: Parish Communion (this week, led by Canon
Tom). To help us allocate seating, please
email sandrahaggan54@gmail.com or call
07452 982287. Or watch online: click here to
participate via Facebook) or www.stfaith.com
(to only watch anonymously)
1800: Evening Prayer (via Zoom only- click here)

MONDAY
1500: Tea & Chat (via Zoom - click here)

TUESDAY
1100 to 1400 - Open Church (for private prayer)

THURSDAY
1030: Traditional Said Communion. Attend in
person or watch online (using the same links
as Sunday, above)

FRIDAY
1000 to 1200 - Open Church (for private prayer)
___________________________________
SERVICE SHEETS
Hymns and readings for Sunday morning and
evening are printed at the rear of this edition of the
Chronicle. Standard service sheets are available in
church, or can be downloaded from here
CATCH-UP RECORDINGS
Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed after the
fact via the Videos section of our Facebook page.
Just click here to view.
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#Wave of Hope
From Shelley Saunders
As many of you will know COP26 is the 26th United Nations
Climate Change conference taking place in Glasgow from the 1st to the
12th of November 2021. On the 24th April the COP26 Coalition* led a
session called ‘Walking in Faith – Climate Change and Interfaith Action’.
It was very inspiring to see the various initiatives and actions that are
being taken across the country across all faith groups. I thought I would
share a few examples:
The Quaker arts network London aims to build solidarity
through art and culture as this helps people to join the conversation.
Using visualisation and creative practices together they started to
create textile panels to contribute to the Loving Earth Project (see
www.lovingearth-project.uk)
In June, The Young Christian Climate Network are organising a
750-mile relay to COP26. This will start in Cornwall (location of the G7
summit) and end in Glasgow (COP26 location). The aim is to make a
stand for climate justice and to hold leaders accountable to protect
people, not bank balances. Churches Together in England : Relay to
COP26 (www.cte.org.uk)
Here at St Faith’s we have already started our climate change
journey. In 2019 we achieved the Eco Church Bronze Award through the
work of the God’s Acre Churchyard team and other initiatives across
the Parish. In 2020 we switched to a renewable energy provider.

*Civil society made of
groups and individuals
from a range of
constituencies
in
Scotland and the rest
of the UK, including
faith groups (more
information can be
found here About COP26 Coalition )

Continued….
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Do you want to get involved? As a start you may want to join
the Crack the Crises campaign with a #WAVEOFHOPE.
Take a sheet of paper, draw around your hand and add the
tag line #WAVEOFHOPE. Then display in your window or take a
picture and post to social media with #WAVEOFHOPE! Click here for
more creative ideas
Here’s my chubby hand, I am no artist – now can I see yours?
If you want to get involved in other activities, please let me
know via email perhaps we can start a St Faiths group?
Email: shelleysaunders280213@gmail.com
Shelley Saunders (your resident ‘bunny hugger’)

The properties of Hell!
Submitted by Peter Allman
The following answer was purportedly in response to the bonus question
on a University chemistry midterm: “Is Hell exothermic (gives off heat) or
endothermic (absorbs heat)?” Here is the student’s answer:
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“First, we need to know how
the mass of Hell is changing in time.
So we need to know the rate at
which souls are moving into Hell and
the rate at which they are leaving,
which is unlikely. I think that we can
safely assume that once a soul gets
to Hell, it will not leave. Therefore,
no souls are leaving.
“As for how many souls are
entering Hell, let’s look at the
different religions that exist in the
world today. Most of these religions state that if you are not a
member of their religion, you will go to Hell. Since there is more than
one of these religions and since people do not belong to more than
one religion, we can project that all souls go to Hell. With birth and
death rates as they are, we can expect the number of souls in Hell to
increase exponentially.
“Now, we look at the rate of change of the volume in Hell
because Boyle’s Law states that in order for the temperature and
pressure in Hell to stay the same, the volume of Hell has to expand
proportionately as souls are added.
This gives two possibilities:
1. If Hell is expanding at a slower rate than the rate at which
souls enter Hell, then the temperature and pressure in Hell will
increase until all Hell breaks loose.
2. If Hell is expanding at a rate faster than the increase of souls
in Hell, then the temperature and pressure will drop until Hell freezes
over.
“So which is it? If we accept the postulate given to me by Ms. Teresa
Banyan during my Freshman year that, ‘It will be a cold day in Hell
before I sleep with you,’ and take into account the fact that I have still
not succeeded in sleeping with her, then number two must be true,
and thus I am sure that Hell is exothermic and has already frozen
over. “
(The student was an awarded an A grade!)
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We are open...
submitted Sandra Haggan

As restrictions begin to lift we are now open for private prayer on
Tuesdays from 11-2 and Fridays from 10-12, a chance to come and sit
quietly in our beautiful church, to reflect, to pray, to light a candle.
Also for services:
Thursday at 10.30am Traditional said Communion using the Book of
Common Prayer and Sunday 9.30am for Parish Communion is in modern
language. Both services are now open to the public and still
livestreamed.
If you would like to attend on Sundays please book:
sandrahaggan54@gmail.com or 02392 455161 (It is not necessary for
the Thursday service.) Evensong remains on Zoom for the time being.

Happy Birthday...
Submitted by Lay Pastor, Sandra Haggan

We are approaching Pentecost or some
call it Whitsun on Sunday 23rd May.
The day that commemorates the Holy
Spirit coming upon the apostles and
other followers of Jesus Christ in
Jerusalem – the birthday of the church.
To celebrate this special birthday of the
church we would like to offer tea/
coffee and cake to the community. Our
hope is to have tables and chairs around outside of the church, and to
give away the tea and cake, a gift from us as church to the community on
Saturday 22nd May.
One thing we have learnt in these last months is what a sociable
people we all are how we enjoy seeing our friends and catching up with
them and what better place than in the church grounds. We shall hope
for good weather and for volunteer bakers! If you are able to help do let
me know. Sandra Haggan sandrahaggan54@gmail.com 02392 455161
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Are Traditions stifling us?
A sermon from Canon Tom on
Thursday 6 May

had become followers of The Way,
and the title ‘Christ-ian’ was
beginning to be used, at first as an
insult by the enemies of Jesus’
followers.
But all these new
converts were being brought into
what was still regarded (in most
quarters) as a Jewish sect
(following the famous Jewish Rabbi
called Jesus of Nazareth). Some of
the early Christians present at the
Council of Jerusalem were also
Pharisees. Under any normal rules
of Jewish sects, any man who
wished to become a Jew had to go
through circumcision – which
had always been regarded as a sign
of God’s Covenant with the Jews
and Israelites. The Pharisees were
especially keen on this rule – as
Pharisees tended to be!
Of course, for Jews this
rather painful procedure was
carried out soon after birth, and
completely forgotten. But for an
adult convert, it was another
matter altogether!
The early
church
was
discovering,
unsurprisingly, that there was a fair
amount of resistance to the idea of
circumcision,
from
potential
converts!
So the Council of church
leaders was called to work out how
this difficult situation could be

Reading: John 15.9–11
Today’s Gospel essentially centres
on the theme of abiding in Christ,
which I dealt with in some depth
on Sunday. So, if you’d like to
explore what ‘abiding’ really
means, I encourage you to read
that sermon in this week’s
Chronicle, out today.
Instead, let’s focus on the
first reading we heard, from
chapter 15 of the Acts of the
Apostles. The reading was part of
the record of the first Council of
Church leaders, in Jerusalem. We
don’t know the exact date of this
important conference, but it took
place somewhere between 15 to
25 years after the death and
resurrection of Jesus. By this time,
as the Acts of the Apostles tells, the
Good News about Jesus had spread
to many countries outside of Israel
and Judea. Paul and Barnabas had
been especially determined to
spread the Good News – travelling
into Syria, and over to Cyprus, for
example.
As a result, a lot of non-Jews,
known as ‘Gentiles’ had become
converted to faith in Jesus. They
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resolved. In all likelihood, this was
one of the most important
decisions that the early church
would ever make, if the Good
News of Jesus Christ was to travel
to the ends of the earth.
St Peter had already had to
confront the issue of whether or
not to include Gentiles in the
faith. God had given him a vision
of ritually clean and unclean food,
and commanded him to eat them
all, while God said to Peter,
effectively, ‘who are you to decide
who is in or out of the Kingdom of
God?’.
So Peter was already

that the rest of mankind may seek
the Lord, even all the Gentiles who
bear my name, says the Lord, who
does these things’
This was a promise from God
through Amos, that David’s Tent (a
metaphor for Jerusalem), rebuilt
after the Exile, would be a place
for all peoples, Jews and Gentiles,
to seek the Lord. At the Council of
Jerusalem, Peter used this passage
of Scripture to underpin what God
had already shown him: that the
Kingdom of God was for all people,
not just the Jews.
Of course, Peter also had his
own direct experience of Jesus’s
ministry
to
underpin
his
argument. He had witnessed how
Jesus opened his arms to
everyone.
Jesus had spoken
lovingly to a Samaritan woman at
the well. He had preached all
around the non-Jewish areas of
Tyre and Sidon. He had healed the
child of a Roman Centurion, and
commended his faith. By his livedexample, Jesus showed, again and
again, that the new Kingdom of
God embraced everyone!
Thankfully, for our sakes
(especially for the men among us!)
Peter won the day at the first
church council at Jerusalem. Peter
had the grace to recognise and
argue that Jesus’ Kingdom was
meant for the whole earth, not

convinced that Gentiles needed to
be included in the Kingdom. He
therefore searched the Scriptures
for evidence that this was indeed
God’s plan too. In the writings of
the prophet Amos, he found these
words:
After this I will return and
rebuild David’s fallen tent. Its ruins
I will rebuild, and I will restore it,
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just the chosen nation of Israel
and Judea. Thankfully, he was
able to persuade the rest of the
Council of his view – and the
rest,
as
they
say,
is
history. Followers of the Way,
Christians, began springing up
all over the known world, drawn
by the promise and the message
of new Kingdom of God, being
established.
And so ends our history
lesson for today! The question
for us is whether there are
aspects
of our rules, our traditions,
which stand in the way of new
Followers of the Way being
invited into the church of
today. That’s a question with
which church leaders of today
constantly wrestle. Could it be
that robes and cassocks are a
barrier to new people joining
us? Could it be that our choice
of music is too ‘out-ofdate’? Perhaps our use of
17th century English at this
Thursday service is just too
much for some people to
stomach?
I wrestle with these questions a
lot.
Take
music,
for
example. Some of you will
know that I have a history of
playing rock and roll, blues and
soul music in my spare

time. Personally, I love music
played on electric guitars and
with a heavy drum-beat. But if I
were to start playing such music
on a Sunday morning, while
ditching our traditional hymns,
would it really bring a lot more
people into the church? What if
I were to stop wearing robes,
and stand here in jeans and a Tshirt instead? It’s a question I
often ask – and frankly, I’m not
sure what the answer is. During
my ministry, I’ve led small
churches which use drums and
guitars, as well as large ones
which use traditional music. It’s
never an easy decision to make.
The best, I think, that we
can do is to always stay
alert. We must always ask
ourselves whether anything we
do could be a stumbling block to
the growth of the Kingdom of
God here in Havant. I believe
that we must keep asking that
question, just as the first
Council of Jerusalem did. And
we must remain genuinely open
to hearing God’s answer.
Amen.
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Pause and Pray
It has now been a year since we were last
able to meet up to pray for our Borough
together and many people have expressed
a desire to start praying together as
Christians across Havant Borough again.
We have prayerfully considered this
as we too have missed being together with
you all. We have therefore decided to restart “Pause & Pray” on the Second
Monday of each month (to avoid Bank Holidays) initially using Zoom.
Our next meeting date is:

Mon 14th June at 6pm - Zoom
We are hoping that from July we will be able to gather in person at St
Thomas’s Church in Bedhampton once again if all Covid restrictions are
lifted.
Our Zoom Id: 949 284 0236 will be the one to use each time.
There is no password and all you need to do is click on 'Join a Meeting'
in your zoom application and we will let you in through the waiting
room.
Please feel free to pass on this information to those you know
who would like to join with us in praying for Havant Borough as this
mailing list is rather old. Our desire is to see our Borough blessed and
we are honoured to be standing together in prayer to enable this to
happen.
With Every Blessing
John & Wendy Wilbraham
Team Leaders @ Beacon Church Havant
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Learning More
submitted by Hilary Deadman
In a recent sermon Rector Tom quoted the mantra ‘Context, Context,
Context’ which he hopes has sunk into our subconscious when we read
the Bible. This thought will help us to make sense of the passages
when we reflect on as to what exactly is the meaning of what we have
read. Can we manage this on our own? This is where the Bible Reading
Fellowship (BRF) can be a great help.
The BRF is a Christian organization which aims to enable all ages
to grow in faith. Three times a year it publishes guided reading
booklets which provide a daily Bible passage together with a
commentary. ‘New Daylight’ gives varied religious leaders’ and lay
people’s interpretations on the daily passage. ‘The Upper Room’
reflects on the experiences of Christians based on the daily reading
whilst ‘Guidelines’ studies a theme much more in depth. These are
made available to readers for a small annual subscription.
Structured regular Bible reading is very helpful in our Christian
growth. If you’d like to know more about the BRF opportunity, do
please contact me.
Hilary Deadman
hilary@deadman.myzen.co.uk
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The Cost of Discipleship
Sermon preached by Canon Tom
on Sunday 9 May
Reading: John 15.9-17
Last week, we heard the first 8
verses of John 15, where the focus
was on abiding in and with Jesus,
so that we can be well-grafted
onto the Vine of faith. You’ll
recall, I hope, that I suggested this
requires a bit of effort on our
part. ‘Pray more, worship more
and give more’, was the strapline I
proposed. This week, we move on
to the next section of this really
important bit of teaching from
Jesus.
Abiding in Christ remains a
focus, but now Jesus expands on
his theme to include the topic of
love. He says, “If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in
my love…”.
He goes on to
encourage his disciples to ‘love
one another as he has loved
them’, and goes still further to say
that he no longer thinks of his
disciples as servants, but rather as
his friends.
Wow! Let’s just pause and think
about that for a moment. Jesus,
the Lord of the Universe through
whom all things were made wants

to call you and me his
‘friends’!
Isn’t that mindblowing? What’s more, he wants
to introduce us to his Father!
These concepts are SO far
beyond what most believers of the
time were taught to believe. They
would have struggled to even
grasp the concept. For the vast
majority of religious people at the
time of Jesus, God, any god, was a
remote, distant, unknowable
mystery.
The
Jewish
understanding of God placed him
at a marked distance from human
beings – either up a mountain, or
behind a great curtain, living in the
Holy of Holies – a place which even
the High Priest could only enter
once a year. And now, here was
Jesus, God’s son, saying that he
sought not just servants, but
friends.
But here we need to sound a
note of caution. This is God,
through Jesus saying he wants to
be our friend – but there are some
conditions to that friendship. “You
are my friends,” he says, “if you do
what I command you”.
There is a tendency in some
quarters of Christianity to regard
Jesus
in
rather
familiar
terms. Some of the worship songs
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of the last century have, in my
view, a rather mawkish, almost
romantic quality to them, as
indeed do some of our most
familiar Victorian hymns: “What a
friend we have in Jesus”, for
example. Such songs almost (and
in some cases actually) sound
more like love songs between two
human beings.
They are
passionate, loving or pleading in
tone.
They lay on with a
trowel the concept of love
between creator and creature –
leading some commentators to
cheekily refer to them as ‘Jesus is
my boyfriend songs’.

hand, in a velvet glove. There is
a condition attached – the
condition of obedience to his
commandments. Jesus offers us
his friendship, but we have a stark
choice to make. We can only be
his friends if we keep his
commandments.
This means, of course, taking
Jesus seriously – which is
something of what I meant last
week when I talked about “praying
more, worshipping more and
giving more”. In some Christian
circles, it is possible to get so
caught up in adoration, love and
worship of the God who offers us
friendship, and fills us with his
Spirit, that we forget his friendship
comes with conditions.
Because, you see, how we
live our lives matters. If we live
with hatred or unforgiveness in
our hearts, we are failing to keep
Jesus’ commandments. If we live
with greed or avarice, jealousy or
infidelity, we fall far short of the
standards that Jesus requires of
those he calls friends. If we fail to
care for the poor, and the broken
hearted, we cannot call ourselves
Jesus’ friends.
But, lest anyone should think
that I’m saying we can earn our
place in the Kingdom by our own
efforts, let me be clear. None of us
can ever do that. None of us, not

But we must not oversentimentalise what Jesus is
offering to his disciples in this
passage. Friendship with Jesus
arises out of his gracious offer of
friendship.
He, gracefully,
mercifully, initiates a relationship
of friendship. Despite all the ways
we fall short of his standards and
teaching, the Lord of the Universe
reaches down to his creatures, and
offers us his hand. But, it is a steel
15

even the saintliest among us,
can hope to be good enough
to earn Jesus’ friendship. Jesus
offers his friendship despite our
failings, out of his love and his
grace. But, if we accept that
friendship, we also accept the
obligations that his friendship
places upon us. It’s simply not
good enough to say ‘I’m a friend
of Jesus’, but then to fail to
make any significant changes in
the way we live our life. Jesus
may have indeed paid the price,
but there is still a cost to being a
disciple. We may even be called
upon to lay down our lives, as
did our patron, Saint Faith and
most of the first disciples. For
"no one has greater love than

this, to lay down one’s life for
one’s friends".
The good news, of course, is
that Jesus never stops reaching
out his hand of friendship, even
if the velvet glove conceals a
steel hand. He is always willing
to forgive his friends, whenever
we fall. He always keeps his
hand held out, for us to grasp
and be drawn upwards. Jesus
offers us his love, and his
friendship. He initiates that
relationship, by his Divine grace
and mercy. All he asks of us is
that we follow him, live like him,
and obey his life-giving, worldchanging
commandments.
Amen

Jigsaw Therapy?
If your mind is whirling in
these troubled times and
you want some quiet
relaxation, why not try a
jigsaw
puzzle.
They
concentrate the mind in a
pleasing, yet challenging
way, offering hours of fun.
The jigsaws can be
borrowed from Sandra
Haggan.
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Father Hugo invites….

Walsingham-in-Milton.
As we can't go on pilgrimage to the Shrine at Walsingham this
year St James’ Milton (Portsmouth) is bringing the spirit of
Walsingham to their building, with a half day on Saturday 26th
June (corrected from earlier editions) from around 11 until around 2.30.
Bishop John Hind will be presiding at mass and leading us as we
journey through the Stations of the Cross. Marilyn Palmer will
also lead a time of contemplative prayer.
Everyone is very welcome, whether you travel to Walsingham or
not, to join us in prayer, reflection and recreation. It would be
helpful (but anything but obligatory) to let Fr Hugo know you'll
be coming (hugo@hdeadman.myzen.co.uk) as we're hoping to
provide tea and coffee and end with a simple soup lunch, so an
indication of numbers would be helpful.
(Father Hugo Deadman is the son of David and Hilary Deadman
of our congregation. We are looking forward to a visit from him
to St Faith’s on Sunday 30th May. Ed.)
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Musical Matters
Submitted by Graham Kidd, Musical Director

The theme of this Sunday is The Ascension of the Lord, so my column this
week focuses on two anthems which use a text strongly connected to this
day: Psalm 47.
O clap your hands was composed in 1920 by Ralph Vaughan
Williams (1872 – 1958). This anthem is a setting of verses 1,
2, 5 – 8 of Psalm 47 for four-part choir, organ, brass, and
percussion. It was later rescored for orchestra and for organ.
The music begins with brass fanfares. A joyful first section is
followed by a more restrained middle section. The conclusion of the
anthem is back in a triumphant mood, with repeated use of the words
"Sing praises unto our King, sing praises.” Vaughan Williams manages to
pack a lot into this anthem, it won’t take you long to listen to, coming in
at just over three minutes!
Here’s a helpful recording of the work complete with score. This one is
the original version with brass, organ and percussion:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AdHoZwV_MiE
I don’t think I’ve been very critical in this column yet, but I feel I should
be about this video! The diction of this choir is very good (particularly the
K of King), but I think they sound completely miserable, as if this is the
25th take and they want lunch. I’ve been fair to them and listened to this
video on two different days and I still think the same… but see what you
think!
Here’s another version, this time with the full orchestra, which is more
joyful right from the first four notes. See which one you prefer:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvZLzYxNr5o
A slightly bizarre fact about this piece, which I didn’t know
until writing this column, is that a very short snippet (two
bars I think) of this anthem were used by The Beatles for
“Revolution 9” (listen out for the cymbals within the first 60
seconds):

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNdcFPjGsm8
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For a contrast, you might like to listen to the setting
of O clap your hands by John Rutter (b.1945), which
was composed in 1973 for Lionel Dakers (1924 –
2003) who was Director of the Royal School of Church
Music from 1972 to 1990; and the Incorporated
Association of Organists.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UpuWBdU6pTY

Organ Voluntaries at the 9:30 Eucharist

The voluntary before the service this week is a
piece titled Musette by the French composer
and organist Michel Corrette (1707 – 1795). The
voluntary after the service is a Premier Kyrie by
the French composer and organist Gaspard
Corrette (1671 – 1733), who was the father of
Michel Corrette (pictured).

Planning Ahead
It is often good advice to plan ahead. Have you have given any
thought to what you would like at your funeral? It can be very helpful
for family to know your wishes.
If you would like a chat about your wishes for your funeral we can
help and then noting them down, keep a copy in the office and giving
you a copy for your records.
Please call Canon Tom Kennar 07881 025592 or Sandra Haggan
02392 455161 or 07452 982287

19

Hymns & Readings - Sunday 13 May
Sunday After Ascension
Celebrant: Canon Tom Kennar - Rector
Preacher: Graham Kidd
Hymn (12)
Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) alt.
Tune: Hyfrydol, Rowland Huw Pritchard (1811-1887)

1. Alleluia, sing to Jesus,
his the sceptre, his the throne;
alleluia, his the triumph,
his the victory alone:
hark, the songs of peaceful Sion
thunder like a mighty flood:
Jesus, out of every nation,
hath redeemed us by his blood.

3. Alleluia, bread of angels,
here on earth our food, our stay;
alleluia, here the sinful
come to you from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners,
earth’s redeemer, plead for me,
where the songs of all the sinless
sweep across the crystal sea.

2. Alleluia, not as orphans
are we left in sorrow now;
alleluia, he is near us,
faith believes, nor questions how;
though the cloud from sight received him
when the forty days were o’er,
shall our hearts forget his promise,
‘I am with you evermore’?

4. Alleluia, King eternal,
he the Lord of lords we own;
alleluia, born of Mary,
earth his footstool, heaven his throne;
he within the veil has entered
robed in flesh, our great High Priest;
he on earth both priest and victim
in the Eucharistic feast.

The Collect
O God the King of glory,
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven:
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless,
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us
and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All

Amen.
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A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1.1-11)
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught
from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many
convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the
Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; 5for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not
many days from now.’
So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not
for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven,
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.’
Gospel Reading (Luke 24.44-53)
Then [Jesus] said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses,
the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the
third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of
these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised;
so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on
high.’
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he
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blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and
was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple
blessing God.
Offertory Hymn (644)
Words: Thomas Kelly (1769-1855)
Tune: St Magnus, Jeremiah Clarke (1670-1707)

1. The head that once was crowned with thorns
is crowned with glory now:
a royal diadem adorns
the mighty victor’s brow.
2. The highest place that heaven affords
is his, is his by right.
The King of kings and Lord of lords,
and heaven’s eternal light.
3. The joy of all who dwell above,
the joy of all below,
to whom he manifests his love,
and grants his name to know.

4. To them the cross, with all its
shame,
with all its grace is given;
their name an everlasting name,
their joy the joy of heaven.

5. They suffer with their Lord below,
they reign with him above,
their profit and their joy to know
the mystery of his love.

6. The cross he bore is life and health,
though shame and death to him;
his people’s hope, his people’s wealth,
their everlasting theme.
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Hymn during the distribution (456)
Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751) alt.; v.3 Michael Forster (b.1946)
Tune: Rockingham, Edward Miller (1735-1807)

1. My God, and is thy table spread,
and does thy cup with love o’erflow?
Thither be all thy children led,
and let them all thy sweetness know.

3. What wondrous love! What perfect
grace,
for Jesus, our exalted host,
invites us to this special place
who offer least and need the most.

2. Hail, sacred feast, which Jesus makes!
Rich banquet of his flesh and blood!
Thrice happy all, who here partake
that sacred stream, that heavenly food.

4. O let thy table honoured be,
and furnished well with joyful guests;
and may each soul salvation see,
that here its sacred pledges tastes.

Post Communion Prayer

All

God our Father,
you have raised our humanity in Christ
and have fed us with the bread of heaven:
mercifully grant that, nourished with such spiritual blessings,
we may set our hearts in the heavenly places;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Final Hymn 680
Words: George Hugh Bourne (1840-1925)
Tune: St Helen, George C Martin (1844-1916)

1. Rejoice, the Lord is King!
Your Lord and King adore;
mortals, give thanks and sing,
and triumph evermore.

3. His kingdom cannot fail;
he rules o’er earth and heaven;
the keys of death and hell
are to our Jesus given.

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
rejoice, again I say, rejoice.
2. Jesus the Saviour reigns,
the God of truth and love;
when he had purged our stains,
he took his seat above.
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4. He sits at God’s right hand
till all his foes submit,
and bow to his command,
and fall beneath his feet.

Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom)
To take part online, simply click here
Sunday 13 May
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Hymn 259
Words: Paraphrase of Psalm 72 by James Montgomery (1771-1854)
Tune: A melody from Johann Cruger’s Gesangbuch, adapted by William Monk (1823-1889)

1. Hail to the Lord’s anointed,
Great David’s greater son!
Hail in the time appointed,
his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
To set the captive free;
To take away transgression,
And rule in equity.

4. Kings shall fall down before him
and gold and incense bring;
all nations shall adore him,
his praise all people sing;
to him shall prayer unceasing
and daily vows ascend;
his kingdom still increasing,
a kingdom without end.

2. He comes with succour speedy
to those who suffer wrong;
to help the poor and needy,
and bid the weak be strong;
to give them songs for sighing,
their darkness turn to light,
whose souls, condemned and dying,
were precious in his sight.

5. O’er ev’ry foe victorious,
he on his throne shall rest,
from age to age more glorious,
all-blessing and all-blest;
the tide of time shall never
his covenant remove;
his name shall stand for ever;
that name to us is love.

3. He shall come down like showers
upon the fruitful earth;
and love, joy, hope, like flowers
spring in his path to birth;
before him on the mountains
shall peace the herald go;
and righteousness in fountains
from hill to valley flow.
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1

Psalm 147.1-12
Praise the Lord, for it is a good thing to sing praises unto our God *
yea, a joyful and pleasant thing it is to be thankful.

2

The Lord doth build up Jerusalem *
and gather together the out-casts of Israel.

3

He healeth those that are broken in heart *
and giveth medicine to heal their sickness.

4

He telleth the number of the stars *
and calleth them all by their names.

5

Great is our Lord, and great is his power *
yea, and his wisdom is infinite.

6

The Lord setteth up the meek *
and bringeth the ungodly down to the ground.

7

O sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving *
sing praises upon the harp unto our God;

8

Who covereth the heaven with clouds, and prepareth rain for the earth *
and maketh the grass to grow upon the mountains, and herb for the use
of men;

9

Who giveth fodder unto the cattle *
and feedeth the young ravens that call upon him.

10

He hath no pleasure in the strength of an horse *
neither delighteth he in any man’s legs.

11

But the Lord’s delight is in them that fear him *
and put their trust in his mercy.

12

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem *
praise thy God, O Sion.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.
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Isaiah 61

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks,
foreigners shall till your land and dress your vines;
but you shall be called priests of the Lord,
you shall be named ministers of our God;
you shall enjoy the wealth of the nations,
and in their riches you shall glory.
Because their shame was double,
and dishonour was proclaimed as their lot,
therefore they shall possess a double portion;
everlasting joy shall be theirs.
For I the Lord love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
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I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
Luke 4.14-21
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began
to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he
went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood
up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say
to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’
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Hymn 752
Words: John Bell (b.1949) and Graham Maule (b.1958)
Tune: Traditional Scottish melody arr. Christopher Tambling

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let me love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you, and you in me?

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind, and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare
would your life attract or scare,
will you let me answer prayer in you, and you In me?
Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris’ners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you, and you in me?
Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found
to reshape the world around
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?
Lord you summons echoes true when you but call my name,
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go
where you love and footsteps show,
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you, and you in me.
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