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Taking Good News to ‘The Valleys’!

Canon Tom is taking a few days’ rest in Wales this week. On his way, he
popped in to visit Gareth Jenkins and Viv Francis - two friends of Rex
Plowman (of our choir) and his partner Jean. Gareth and Viv have been
watching our online services EVERY SINGLE WEEK since the first
Lockdown of last year. They told Canon Tom that they have really
appreciated the regularity and predictability of our online services,
which have acted as faith-sustaining signposts during their own enforced
isolation from friends, family, and their own Welsh Baptist Church. So
they got the flag out to welcome Tom to Wales! Gareth and Viv are
looking forward to visiting Havant soon, to put more faces to the names
of others with whom they have been worshipping online this year!
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Our Pattern of Worship
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
The World
Including St John the
Divine, Ghana
Rod & Glenda Thomas
(Sendai, Japan)
The Diocese
For Commissary Bishop
Rob, & the Diocesan
Team.
Our Parish &
Community
Especially newly
elected councillors
Those in Urgent Need
Marlene Sharpe
David Boynton
David Walker
Tim McCann
Ian Dillow
Veronica Holder
Patrick Hounsham
Olive Rush
Pauline Kaznowski
Brandon Taylor
William Ingles
Angela Thompson
The Recently Departed
Margaret Ward
Ken Adams
Jane Crespin
John Bulley
Duncan Cardow
Anniversaries of
Departed
23rd Lorna Link
Audrey Currie
24th Hilda Mortley
25th Roland Hollick

SUNDAY
0930: Parish Communion (this week, led by Bishop
John Hind). To help us allocate seating, please
email sandrahaggan54@gmail.com or call
07452 982287. Or watch online: click here to
participate via Facebook) or www.stfaith.com
(to only watch anonymously)
1800: Evening Prayer (via Zoom only- click here)

MONDAY
1500: Tea & Chat (via Zoom - click here)

TUESDAY
1100 to 1400 - Open Church (for private prayer)

THURSDAY
1030: Traditional Said Communion. Attend in
person or watch online (using the same links
as Sunday, above)

FRIDAY
1000 to 1200 - Open Church (for private prayer)
___________________________________
SERVICE SHEETS
Hymns and readings for Sunday morning and
evening are printed at the rear of this edition of the
Chronicle. Standard service sheets are available in
church, or can be downloaded from here
CATCH-UP RECORDINGS
Our Livestreamed Services can be viewed after the
fact via the Videos section of our Facebook page.
Just click here to view.
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Happy Birthday...
Submitted by Lay Pastor, Sandra Haggan

We are approaching Pentecost or some call it Whitsun on Sunday 23 rd
May. It’s the day that commemorates the Holy Spirit coming upon the
apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ in Jerusalem – the birthday
of the church.
To celebrate this special birthday of the church we would like to offer
tea/coffee and cake to the community. Our hope is to have tables and
chairs around outside of the church, and to give away the tea and cake, a
gift from us as church to the community on Saturday 22nd May (10 to 12).
One thing we have learnt in these last months is what a sociable
people we all are how we enjoy seeing our friends and catching up with
them and what better place than in the church grounds?! We shall hope
for good weather and for volunteer bakers! If you are able to help do let
me know. Sandra Haggan sandrahaggan54@gmail.com 02392 455161
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Margaret Ward—Eulogy
submitted by Sandra Haggan

Family was very important to Margaret, she
was a countrywoman, a keen gardener, cake
maker, walker, a passionate supporter of
Reading Football Club and someone who
always regarded Berkshire as home,
wherever she lived.
Margaret was born in Crazies Hill,
near Henley-on-Thames, although the first
few years of her life were spent in London,
being cared for by her beloved Aunt Daisy
and Uncle Albert, when her mother was too
ill to look after her. Known as Betty by her birth family, she returned to them in
Charvil, Berkshire when she was due to start school, attending Sonning Infants
and Primary schools. She went on to study at the Piggott School in Wargrave
where she was thrilled to discover on a nostalgic trip back with her sister, that
pupils there are still known as “Piglets”, as they were in her day.
Her sister Lilly describes their happy childhood and remembers her as a
wonderful sister who was always laughing and giggling with her. As part of a
large family, the children took it in turns to eat their Sunday lunch in the kitchen
because they couldn’t all fit around the main dining table. As two of the
youngest, when she and Lilly were eating together in the kitchen they inevitably
set each other off giggling uncontrollably and their punishment was to forfeit
their dinner and to miss their tea too.
Her father was an auxiliary fireman during the war and when the bell
sounded at home he had to put his uniform on and cycle to the nearby main
road and wait to see if the fire engine was coming in his direction. To speed
things up, the children each had to fetch one piece of his kit and had to help him
get dressed. Margaret was responsible for fetching his bicycle and putting it
ready by the gate.
After she left school she briefly worked at the Salmon’s Tea Warehouse in
Reading but soon left, because she didn’t like getting dirty. Her sister Agnes got
her a job at the Miles Aircraft Factory as a mail girl, cycling round the airfield
delivering post to all the different huts and delivering the cake orders. She later
said she was terrified of being hit by a plane. The business went bankrupt in
1947 and she moved to a job at Twyford Mill, as a clerk in an animal foodstuff
business, where she stayed until her marriage. Her niece Pat remembers how
smart she used to look sitting at her typewriter, dressed in a twinset and pearls
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and said it made her aspire to having a similar job when she grew up.
In 1951 she had a holiday at the Sunshine Holiday Camp on Hayling Island
with some friends and it was there that she met Bert. He had been part of the
1948 Olympics GB wrestling team who had trained there for a week before the
Games and had liked it enough to go back. When asked what she liked about
him she said that he’d written her a lovely letter after the holiday, but his
muscley physique may have had something to do with it as well!
They were married in Sonning in 1952 and their daughters, Penny, Sue
and Jenny arrived in due course. The family moved around southern England
until eventually arriving in Hampshire in 1963 and Havant a few years later.
Margaret was a very traditional, stay-at-home, Mum. Her children all remember
having happy childhoods with a lot of laughter, although she often had to be the
disciplinarian when Bert was provoking them to minor naughtiness, which he
did with wide-eyed innocence. She could get very provoked whilst trying to hold
the line!
Once her children were in their teens she returned to work, running the
reminder office for Bateman’s opticians, based in Havant. She enjoyed playing
board and other games with her children, including table-tennis. There was a
table-tennis table at home and everyone enjoyed playing games in the evenings.
When they lived in Cowplain she was also a Tawny Owl in a local Brownie
pack, teaching them to swim, even though she couldn’t swim herself and
disliked boats. As her children grew up she occasionally used to take one of
them away with her in her much loved, red VW beetle for a short break.
After her daughters left home she still travelled abroad with a friend and
also enjoyed going walking with her walking group. One of her legacies is that
she introduced her children and grandchildren to going for country walks on a
Sunday afternoon and they all still enjoy walking. Penny remembers being taken
for country walks near Horsham and taught to identify wild flowers. As a
Grandma, that tradition carried on when she gave her young grandchildren a
paper bag for them each to collect treasures on their walks with her in the
woods.
As her children grew up and had families of their own Margaret enjoyed
getting everyone together and hosting family parties for them at Easter and
Christmas. Recently she was thrilled to meet, via Skype, her newest family
member, her great-grand-daughter, little Sophie Elizabeth who was born in
November 2020. Margaret’s faith was important to her, she has been a member
of our church for many, many years. Jenny and Sue were both married here.
She used to attend Thursday morning services and when she couldn’t manage I
took Holy Communion to her at home and our friend Pam would join us, we
enjoyed lots of chats too. Margaret enjoyed her garden, doing the garden when
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able and then Sue kept the front garden looking beautiful when it became
too much for her. We often spoke about the garden when I visited, the
wallflowers, the daffodils and I think salvias. And we know she enjoyed
visiting gardens and garden centres and especially stopping for a slice of cake
and a cup of tea, or even bourbon biscuits
As said she was an excellent cake baker and she used to bake for our
coffee mornings – it was always a fruit cake, a very special fruit cake and we
always had someone who waited for her cakes to arrive.
This last year has been a very hard year for Margaret and for the
family, Margaret has been at Two Beeches Nursing Home and was very well
cared for. The family really appreciate the help that Karen gave with Skype
calls to enable the family to keep in touch, and was really helpful in enabling
Penny, Jenny and Sue to see their Mum in the last days and on that last
morning she sat with Margaret reading the Bible to her. We know what a
comfort that would have been.
Margaret will be much missed by friends and her family, all know how
lucky they were to be loved and cared for by her.

My First Job
submitted by Liz White

It’s funny how as you get older you struggle to remember people’s names and
the day of the week it is, but you can vividly remember where you worked and
the names of the people you worked with sixty-four years ago.
I will always remember my first job which I started one week after my
fifteenth birthday. I didn’t want to go to work. I wanted to stay on at
Warblington School to take my ‘O’ levels but circumstances at home (one of
five children and not much money) my father told me to get a job.
I looked through the job section in the Evening News and saw a job
advertised for a Junior Clerk at a solicitors’ office in Havant. The firm was
Longcroft and Lewis at Hall Place in South Street. I wrote a letter and was
surprised to get a reply asking me to go for an interview. My mother came
with me. I was interviewed by Mr. Lewis who explained what I would be
doing. The hours were long. Nine a.m. until one o’clock, then lunch for one
hour, then two p.m. until five-thirty, plus every other Saturday morning. I
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started the following Monday, and was taken into the Reception Office and
told where to sit. I was called Miss Davies. No one was called by their first
names – not professional! It was a lovely room with large windows and a
beautiful view of the garden (now part of Bosmere School).
The room had a large fireplace which was looked after by an elderly
gentleman who came in and made up the fire each day. The room was
always cold, all of the rooms had an open fire.
I was introduced to Mrs. Shawford (Mr. Lewis’s secretary) and Mr.
Reigner (Accounts clerk). Mrs. Shawford took charge of me and explained
the switchboard and how to put calls through to the different offices. She
also showed me how to do the filing and suggested I enrolled at night
school to learn shorthand and typing. I enrolled the following week.
Hall Place is a large Victorian house and was used by a number of
different organisations when I was there. On the right hand side were the
Probation Offices. Next door to that was occupied by Miss Cooper, she was
the Bookkeeper. An elderly (to me) kind lady who was responsible for
looking after and filing wills, Deeds or any other important documents.
In her office was a door leading down into the cellar. It had very
steep steps, it was poorly lit and it was cold. It must have been a wine cellar
when the Longcroft family lived there. The documents were tied up with
string and filed in pigeon holes. I hated going down there, I was frightened
of spiders.
Hall Place was also used as a Juvenile Court. Every six weeks the
room next door to the reception office was used as a court room for young
offenders. The room was large and overlooked the garden. It had a long
table in it, at the far end sat a magistrate, around the sides sat a policeman,
a Probation officer, a secretary taking notes plus Mr. Lewis as Clerk to the
Justice. I can remember seeing young offenders accompanied by an adult
being told to sit in the corridor and wait to be called. Half-way through the
morning the court adjourned for a tea-break. I was told to help, I always
felt nervous doing this.
In the house there was a wide staircase leading upstairs to more
offices. One was used by Mr. Lewis to see clients; it was another lovely
room overlooking the garden. Next to his office was Miss Jones his Court
Secretary. The final office was used by Miss Best, she was the Registrar of
Birth, Deaths and Marriages.
As you can imagine there was always activity in the house. I enjoyed
working there and stayed for three years. I am pleased I had the
opportunity to work at Hall Place and that I can still remember the people
and their names.
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Quarter Peal – Tuesday 25th May
We are hoping to ring a quarter peal for HMS Coventry and for the men
who were lost on Tuesday 25th May at 6pm. This will be our first
quarter peal since the first Lockdown.
Bill Skilleter

Prayer Ministry

We all know how important prayer is and how it can feel to be held in
prayer, to know that you are being prayed for. If you would like pray
for yourself, someone known to you, or a situation the Prayer Ministry
Team will be happy to pray for you. Please contact Sandra Haggan
02392 455161 sandrahaggan54@gmail.com

Thank you
We have now been enjoying the Corona Chronicle for just over a year,
thank you for all who write such interesting, amusing and historical
articles. Thank you to Pauline and Tom for sorting them out, for
Pauline who spends ages printing and for those who help with
delivering. Some go in the post but most are delivered so a huge thank
you to: Annelies Lewis, Anne Plater, Claire & Richard Stokes and
Pauline West without whose help they would not get delivered!
Sandra Haggan

We are open...
As restrictions begin to lift we are now open for private prayer on
Tuesdays from 11-2 and Fridays from 10-12, a chance to come and sit
quietly in our beautiful church, to reflect, to pray, to light a candle.
Also for services:
Thursday at 10.30am Traditional said Communion using the Book
of Common Prayer and Sunday 9.30am for Parish Communion is in
modern language. Both services are now open to the public and still
livestreamed.
If you would like to attend on Sundays please book:
sandrahaggan54@gmail.com or 02392 455161 (It is not necessary for
the Thursday service.) Evensong remains on Zoom for the time being.
9

Sacred Spaces
A sermon by Dr Mike Fluck, Reader, protecting it from contamination.
for Evensong on 16 May 2021
Deuteronomy and Leviticus give
detailed rules, which the priests were
Texts: Isaiah 61; Luke 4: 14-21 concerned with enforcing.
God was believed to be present
Part 1 (Intro)
with his chosen people, and
Many people have a feeling for especially so in the ‘Holy of Holies’ at
sacred spaces. I feel a strong sense of the very centre of the Temple which
God’s presence in the remote, Solomon
had
constructed
in
ancient church at Up Marden; and Jerusalem. This originally housed the
also at St Faith’s, especially when stone tablets containing the 10
taking Communion. (And to me, our Commandments, given by God to
Lady Chapel feels a special place for Moses. So holy was it that no one
prayer – when we had to use it as a was permitted to enter – except the
temporary choir vestry it felt like a High Priest on one day each year.
violation of something sacred).
Jerusalem and its Temple were
I experienced the same feeling destroyed by the Babylonians in
during a pilgrimage to the Holy Land 586BC, who exiled most of the
when I took the opportunity to pray population. This catastrophe was
at the ‘Wailing Wall’ in Jerusalem - all regarded as the result of the people
that remains of the magnificent rejecting God’s ways.
Temple destroyed by the Romans in
50 years later the Babylonians
70AD.
themselves were defeated by the
Such places feel holy - I Persians, who let the Jews return
experience a special sense of God’s home. There they set about
presence there.
rebuilding both city and Temple. The
But I suspect this says as much prophets saw this as a sign of God’s
about me, as it does about God - I’m mercy, and it’s from this time that
not convinced that he’s any less our reading from Isaiah comes.
present in Havant Market or
There’s a tension running
Waitrose.
throughout the OT though. In
contrast
to
the
Priests’
Part 2
preoccupation with sacred spaces
Ancient Jews had a strong sense of and ritual purity, the Prophets
the sacred, and the importance of continually remind people that God
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has other concerns. Isaiah urges
them: “Learn to do right; seek
justice. Defend the oppressed. Take
up the cause of the fatherless; plead
the case of the widow”.
Part 3
I’ve just finished a new book,
“Chosen”, by Revd Dr Giles Fraser,
an Anglican priest of Jewish descent,
married to a female rabbi. In it,
amongst other things, he argues that
this tension within ancient Judaism
continues to test the Christian
church.
Fraser became headline news
in 2011. He was Canon Chancellor of
the magnificent St Paul’s Cathedral,
near the financial centre of the City
of London. At that time there were
widespread
protests
against
economic and social injustice,
especially the behaviour of banks
and large companies, who continued
to award themselves huge bonuses
while being bailed out by the taxpayer when most of us were
suffering the effects of budget cuts
and price rises, and the world’s
poorest nations were crippled by
punitive interest payments on loans
made by wealthy countries.
Prevented from protesting outside
the Stock Exchange, the protesters
set up camp outside St Paul’s. The
City sought permission from the
Cathedral to evict them. Members of
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the Cathedral chapter were divided.
Some felt that a beautiful sacred
building was being violated by the
presence of the protesters. Others,
including Fraser, felt that Christians
should be more concerned about
people than buildings, and about
issues of justice. (Even the Executive
Director of the Bank of England
stated that the protesters were
justified in trying to persuade
bankers and politicians to behave in
a more moral way). But the Chapter
voted to evict the protesters; and
Fraser resigned, concerned that
violence would be inflicted in the
name of the church.
Fraser argues that there’s a
theological issue here which goes
back to the foundations of our faith.
For the first few centuries, when
Christians mentioned ‘the church’
they meant a group of people,
rather than a building. They told of
an itinerant preacher, Jesus, who
had little good to say about the most
important religious building of his
day, or those running it. For Jesus,
like the prophets, the Temple could
be a distraction from God as much
as a means to God’s presence.
Then, in the C4th, the Romans
hi-jacked
Christianity
when
Constantine made it the state
religion. And in place of Jesus’
radicalism,
the
authorities
encouraged a rather tame, other-

wordly ‘quietism’, and great
churches became their symbols of
power and respectability.
Part 4
Constantine organised the Council
of Nicaea to get the church to
reach agreement about its core
beliefs, and the outcome was the
Creed, which we still recite: “Born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified dead
and buried…”.
However, Fraser invites us
to reflect on what the creed
doesn’t mention. That’s quite
thought-provoking. Notice how it
jumps from Jesus’ birth to death without mentioning anything he
taught or did.
Anglicans like me, and
probably you, cherish our
beautiful buildings, our wonderful
music, and forms of worship. They
sustain us through difficult
periods. But, occasionally, we
should remind ourselves that
these precious things celebrate a
man who was born in a shed, and
who lived his life in solidarity, not
only with comfortable respectable
folk, but with the disadvantaged,
the dispossessed, even the
downright non-respectable.
Recall his words in our
reading:
‘the Spirit of the Lord is

upon me, because he has
anointed me to tell the poor
the good news. He has sent
me to announce release to
the prisoners, and sight to
the blind, to set the
wounded victims free ….
Today this scripture is
fulfilled in your hearing.’
Jesus’ message brought a hostile
reaction on that occasion. And it
still can - especially when it
challenges vested interests.
As followers of Jesus, are we
prepared to stand up and be
counted I wonder?
Amen
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Over 80’s State Pension
Hugh Owen writes to inform parishioners that they may be eligible for a
boost in weekly income. If you are over 80 years old, and if your current
state pension is less than £82.45 per week (or if you have no state
pension at all) you can claim a top-up (to £82.45) from the Government.
(If you think you don’t need it, why not think about donating the
difference to a good cause, or setting it aside for your descendants?)

According to a Telegraph article of last week, there are something
like 87,000 pensioners over 80 years old who do not claim this benefit.
This is because whilst all pensioners are eligible, the benefit is not
applied automatically - saving the Government some £400million per
year.
To find out more, simply go to the Government’s website at this
address: https://www.gov.uk/over-80-pension.
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Pause and Pray
It has now been a year since we were
last able to meet up to pray for our
Borough together and many people
have expressed a desire to start praying
together as Christians across Havant
Borough again.
We have prayerfully considered
this as we too have missed being
together with you all. We have
therefore decided to re-start “Pause &
Pray” on the Second Monday of each
month (to avoid Bank Holidays) initially
using Zoom.
Our next meeting date is:

Mon 14th June at 6pm - Zoom
We are hoping that from July we will be able to gather in person at St
Thomas’s Church in Bedhampton once again if all Covid restrictions are
lifted.
Our Zoom Id: 949 284 0236 will be the one to use each time.
There is no password and all you need to do is click on 'Join a Meeting'
in your zoom application and we will let you in through the waiting
room.
Please feel free to pass on this information to those you know
who would like to join with us in praying for Havant Borough as this
mailing list is rather old. Our desire is to see our Borough blessed and
we are honoured to be standing together in prayer to enable this to
happen.
With Every Blessing
John & Wendy Wilbraham
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The Pitfalls and Perils of Walking
Submitted by Sheila Creech

This was a Sponsored walk in Havant Deanery for Christian Aid in 1999. Sheila
Creech wrote this after the walk for our parish magazine but then it got put
away as these things do, she came across it again just recently.
A 5-mile walk in support of Christian Aid – I will do that, I decided. On
the day, Sunday 13th June, met with a friend, plus her friend – whose husband
took us to the start point, Christchurch, Portsdown. On asking how long the
walk should take we were advised 20-30 minutes per mile; we clocked out at
1.55pm.
Following instructions, we crossed a busy main road, correctly located
a bench then followed a grassy path just above the trees – keeping vaguely
parallel to the main road at the top of the hill, we had then to cross the road
carefully. Had we not crossed the road the first time but simply turned left
and walked along the pavement, we would have reached the same point very
easily. On our way to Checkpoint 1, we enjoyed superb views across the hill.
Our instructions then read “On reaching FP (footpath) T junction, turn right,
downhill to minor road and turn left past Purbrook Fort to Checkpoint 1”.
Very clear, we obeyed – but couldn’t find the checkpoint. On deliberation
and sipping a cold drink as the day had turned into a scorcher, we very guiltily
took a road off to our left, up the hill, marked “Private Road. No
Trespassers”. At the top, we rounded a corner – and there was the
Checkpoint; we were not recognised as walkers because we had approached
from the wrong direction! A kind Steward – who was on the 9-mile walk –
offered to accompany us to the point where the walks diverged, we accepted
– he was of the opinion that the instructions were “quite confusing”. After
another section of the walk through absolutely beautiful countryside, we said
our farewells. We reached Widley Farm at 4.10pm, when our friend wanted
to ‘phone her husband to tell him we would not be back by 4.30pm – no one
about, no open windows, no animals; we walked on. A long way on we came
to another farm – our friend said she would ask about ‘phoning, there. We
waited just inside the entrance of the big, curved drive; we heard some dogs
bark. Just as quickly as she’d disappeared from sight, our friend reappeared,
doing a walking race and gasping “I’ve changed my mind, the dogs are
coming”! Quickly following on her heels came 5 dogs – Terriers! So small, we
were mesmerised. They sniffed all around us, 3 wagging tails whilst yapping,
2 growling; they suddenly rushed off.
We walked and walked in the blazing sun, found a broken stile we had
had to look for – and were approached by 2 other walkers who said they
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were completely lost; they decided to keep us in view. We eventually arrived at
the next Checkpoint, when we had to “go eastwards, diagonally cross 2 fields,
cross a small stream (and we weren’t carrying kayaks….) pass woodlands, go
straight over another stream” etc. We did not see either stream – perhaps they
had dried up in the intense heat…. After crossing the 2 fields, we found
ourselves on the main London Road, at the Waterlooville/Purbrook boundary,
when we then had a slow walk back to Christchurch. On arrival, we were
thought to be the first 9-milers returning! Perhaps understandable as it was
6.05pm! We then learnt there were 5 more 5-milers to clock in.
My thanks to all who sponsored me. We had a hilarious afternoon, great
fun and, hopefully, a good sum raised.

Ascension promises and presents
Ascension Day Sermon preached
by Graham Kidd
on Sunday 13 May
Good morning everyone and a
happy Ascensiontide to you. This
sermon is being delivered to you
four days late, as I was meant to be
preaching this sermon on Ascension
Day itself. Due to unforeseen
circumstances, I wasn’t able to be
present at the last Thursday
Eucharist, so I promised Tom that I
would take today’s slot in return…
and as you can see, I’ve kept my
promise! Promises, promises… I
wonder if you have ever made a
promise to yourself? I wonder if
you have made a promise to a
friend?
Over the last forty days of
Easter, the Church has been
focusing on the resurrection of
Jesus. At first, the disciples didn’t
believe Mary Magdalene and the

other Mary when they said that
Jesus was alive. But, after Jesus
visited them in person, they knew
he was alive, just as he promised to
them.
The Ascension of Jesus links
Luke’s Gospel and his Acts of the
Apostles. The story of the
Ascension recalls when Jesus met
with his disciples and talked with
them again. Jesus told them not to
go from Jerusalem, but to “wait for
the promise of the Father.” Jesus
was referring to the promise His
Father in Heaven planned to give
his disciples. He explained, “for
John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from
now.” (Acts 1.5).
The disciples didn’t really
understand what he was talking
about (as I’m sure we wouldn’t
have either), so they began to ask
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him about something else that was
on their minds. They had been
waiting a long time for the Kingdom
to be back in the hands of Israel,
and they thought Jesus might make
that happen, so they asked him
about those kinds of changes in
government.
But Jesus wasn’t talking about
changes in governance. He was
talking about the Holy Spirit. Jesus
explained that the disciples would
be stronger once they were
baptized in the Holy Spirit. In fact,
they would be able to tell other
people about Jesus and explain that
Jesus is the Saviour of the world.
Jesus encourages the disciples
to wait with confidence to be fully
equipped by the Holy Spirit for
ministry. This ministry will be to call
people, in the name of Jesus Christ,
to turn their lives around and
return to God. Chapter 8 of the
book of Acts tells us that the
disciples will be witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.
When Jesus had finished
speaking, he began to rise up from
the earth and the disciples watched
until he was no longer there and
they could only see clouds in the
sky. Jesus had gone back to be with
the Father in Heaven.
“This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will

come in the same way as you saw
him go into heaven.”. (Acts 1.11)
The angels share the promise that
he will come back in the same way
– still glorious and powerful, still
triumphant and victorious, still
keeping his promise of love to us.
He “is the same yesterday and
today and forever”. Jesus will
always be the promise-keeper we
know him to be.
So that’s that then. Jesus has
gone. Bye Jesus, see you again at
Christmas.
But Jesus wasn’t dead when
he ascended into heaven. He didn’t
leave behind a photo or a selfportrait (memorial plaque). He left
us his very self. Jesus gives us the
most wonderful leaving presents.
He leaves us the gift of the
Holy Spirit, which comes down
upon the disciples, the very
presence of God comes to dwell
with them and in them. The Holy
Spirit isn’t a postcard from
someone on holiday in Heaven, this
is Jesus’s very life put among us and
within us. More of that I’m sure in
next Sunday’s exciting episode
when we celebrate the Feast of
Pentecost.
And if that’s not enough, he
leaves us another leaving present;
more than a picture or a symbol.
It’s his very self. It’s what we centre
our lives around and what our
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whole building is centred around.
Jesus gives us the wonderful
present of the Eucharist, Holy
Communion, the Mass. These
physical things that we see, the
bread and the wine, transformed
by the Holy Spirit, give to us his
very life and his very presence.
Possibly the most amazing
leaving presents ever! God’s very
spirit dwelling in us and Jesus’
very life, his body and blood
present in our midst here at the
altar.
We don’t believe in a distant God.
We don’t believe in a God that’s
gone away. But rather entered
more deeply into our midst, more
deeply into his presence amongst
us.
In an Ascension sermon,

Pope St. Leo the Great said that
the Lord passed out of sight and
into the Church. Into the
sacraments. This is how he is
present amongst us now. This is
how his presence is revealed
amongst us. This is how he feeds
us and nourishes us.
We believe in one God, but
we don’t believe in a distant God!
This Ascensiontide, we
remember that Jesus ascends to
the Father, not to depart from
us, but to be even closer to us if
that were possible, ever more
present in our midst, as he gives
us the gift of the Holy Spirit and
dwells in the life of this Church
in this great sacrament of the
Eucharist in the gift of bread
and wine. Amen.

Jigsaw Therapy?
If your mind is whirling in
these troubled times and you
want some quiet relaxation,
why not try a jigsaw puzzle.
They concentrate the mind in
a pleasing, yet challenging
way, offering hours of fun.
The jigsaws can be borrowed
from Sandra Haggan.
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Musical Matters
Submitted by Graham Kidd, Musical Director

A bit of Sir Edward Elgar (1857 – 1934) to enjoy on this Feast of
Pentecost!
My anthem choice for you to explore this week is The Spirit
of the Lord and uses verses from the 61st chapter of the
book of the prophet Isaiah. This anthem is the opening
chorus of Elgar’s oratorio called “The Apostles” and
composed for soloists, chorus and orchestra. It was first
performed on 14th October 1903. The Apostles is a narrative work,
dealing with the calling of the Apostles and their experiences of Jesus'
preaching, miracles, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension.
Here is a lovely recording with the Cambridge Singers and organ
accompaniment…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwV2eDyKZkw
… and if you have a spare two hours, here is a recording of the whole
oratorio. If you only have ten minutes to spare rather than two hours,
you might like to hear what it sounds like with the orchestra!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=873uWhDbKNA
Organ Voluntaries at the 9:30 Eucharist
The voluntary before the service this week is a prelude based
on a chorale melody known as Komm heiliger Geist by the
Danish composer Dieterich Buxtehude (1638 – 1707). As well
as a composer, Buxtehude was particularly noted for his organ
playing. In 1705, Johann Sebastian Bach, then a young man of
twenty, walked from Arnstadt to Lübeck, a distance of more
than 250 miles and stayed nearly three months to hear him
play and, as Bach explained, "to comprehend one thing and
another about his art". The voluntary after the service is a
Postlude on a theme of Orlando Gibbons by the Irish
composer Charles Villiers Stanford (1852 – 1924). This
voluntary is the second from a set of six, which were first
published in 1908.
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Wanted - Could this be you?
submitted by Hilary Deadman

Every September, on the second Saturday of the month, St Faith’s
supports the Round the Churches Ride and Stride. This is a national
sponsored event which raises money for the improvement and upkeep
of churches. I have been the local organizer of this and we have had
some very interesting times with keen walkers and riders visiting our
church and members of our congregation touring around the diocese
and beyond. Half of the sponsorship money raised has gone to our
church and we have had a grant to restore the St Faith’s banner.
It is time for me to pass on the organization of the day. Who can
come forward? Could you encourage the cyclists and walkers amongst
us to join in? St Faith’s is very well known as a welcoming church and
it’s good to have welcomers on the day to offer refreshments to the
visitors? It is a very worthwhile and a fun time.
Do please consider this and get in touch with me to learn more.
Thank you!
hilary@deadman.myzen.co.uk

Planning Ahead
It is often good advice to plan ahead. Have you have given any
thought to what you would like at your funeral? It can be very helpful
for family to know your wishes.
If you would like a chat about your wishes for your funeral we can
help and then noting them down, keep a copy in the office and giving
you a copy for your records.
Please call Canon Tom Kennar 07881 025592 or Sandra Haggan
02392 455161 or 07452 982287
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Morning Service - Sunday 23 May
Pentecost
President & Preacher: Rt Rev’d John Hind
Organist: Graham Kidd

The Gathering

All

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Greeting

All

All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Alleluiah, Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed, Alleluiah!
The president may introduce the service

Hymn (114)
Words: Bianco da Siena, (d. 1434) trans. Richard Littledale (1833-1890)
Tune Down Ampney: Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

1. Come down, O Love divine,
seek thou this soul of mine,
and visit it
with thine own ardour glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear,
and kindle it,
thy holy flame bestowing.

3. Let holy charity
mine outward vesture be,
and lowliness
become mine inner clothing;
true lowliness of heart,
which takes the humbler part,
and o'er its own shortcomings
weeps with loathing.

2. O let it freely burn,
till earthly passions turn
to dust and ashes
in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight,
and clothe me round,
the while my path illuming.

4. And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,
shall far outpass
the power of human telling;
Nor can we guess its grace,
till we become the place
wherein the Holy Spirit
makes his dwelling.
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Let us confess our own failures to let the Spirit fill and renew us
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us, forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.
President: Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon us,
pardon and deliver us from all our sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and keep us in life eternal:
through Jesus Christ our Lord
All
Amen
The Gloria in Excelsis
All

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest
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For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest
The Collect
All

All:

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Let us pray:
God, who as at this time taught the hearts
of your faithful people
by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit:
grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgement
in all things and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort;
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen
Please be seated

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel
Chapter 37.1-14
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the
spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.
He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O
Lord
God, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord."
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone
to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.
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Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and
say the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he com
manded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their
feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. They say, "Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are
cut off completely.'
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord,
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil;
then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord."
Second Reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles
Chapter: 2 Verses: 1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and
astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene,
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But
others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them:
‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen
to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine
o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet
Joel: “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon
all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves,
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both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall
prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth
below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to
darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and
glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
For the Word of the Lord
All

Thanks be to God

Please stand if you are able

All Sing

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
A cantor sings…..

All Sing

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

All

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John

All

Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading: John 15.26–27; 16.4b–15
‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit
of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to
testify because you have been with me from the beginning.
But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes
you may remember that I told you about them. ‘I did not say these things to you
from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him who
sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you going?”
But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your
hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away,
for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send
him to you.
And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and
righteousness and judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in
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me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me
no longer; about judgement, because the ruler of this world has been
condemned.
‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he
will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare
to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take
what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this
reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

All
All sing

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Sermon:

Bishop John Hind

Please be seated
Please stand if you are able
The Nicene Creed
All

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his Kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins,
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Please sit or kneel for prayers of intercession.
Suggestions for prayers throughout the week are published in the Pew News.

All

All

The Intercessor may use these words, or something similar
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
And at the end
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace

All
All

Please stand if you are able
God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and, as
a pledge of what is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our
hearts.
Alleluia!
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

27

Offertory Hymn: (163)
Words: Stewart Cross (1928-1989)
Tune: Abbot’s Leigh: Cyril Taylor (1907-1991)

1. Father, Lord of all Creation,

Ground of Being, Life and Love;
Height and depth beyond description
Only life in you can prove:
You are mortal life's dependence:
Thought, speech, sight are ours
by grace;
Yours is ev’ry hour's existence,
Sovereign Lord of time and space.
2. Jesus Christ, the Man for Others,
We, your people, make our prayer:
Help us love, as sisters, brothers,
All whose burdens we can share.

Where your name binds us together
You, Lord Christ, will surely be;
Where no selfishness can sever
There your love the world may see.
3. Holy Spirit, rushing, burning
Wind and flame of Pentecost,
Fire our hearts afresh with yearning
To regain what we have lost.
May your love unite our action,
Nevermore to speak alone:
God, in us abolish faction,
God, through us your love

Offertory
Offering: Blessed be God, who feeds the hungry, who raises the poor, who
fills our praise.
All
Blessed be God for ever.
The Eucharistic Prayer
Please remain standing
(sung)

The Lord be with you

All

and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All
All

It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right,
it is our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, your only Son our Lord.
This day we give you thanks
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All

(said)

because in fulfilment of your promise
you pour out your Spirit upon us,
filling us with your gifts, leading us into all truth,
and uniting peoples of many tongues
in the confession of one faith.
Your Spirit gives us grace to call you Father,
to proclaim your gospel to all nations and to serve you as a royal
priesthood.
Therefore we join our voices with angels and archangels,
and with all those in whom the Spirit dwells,
to proclaim the glory of your name,
for ever praising you and singing:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

All

Great is the mystery of Faith
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
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(sung)

All (sing)

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
St Faith, St Nicholas, and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom and with whom and in whom
in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer is sung
Please feel free to remain standing, sit or kneel for the Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread
All

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei
All (said)

All

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace

The Distribution
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
The Prayer of Spiritual Eucharist is said for all at home
In union, O dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church,
where your blessed body and blood are being offered to the Father, I
desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul
and body, with the earnest wish that I may ever be united to you.
And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come
spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace you with
all the affections of my soul. O let nothing ever separate me from you.
Let me live and die in your love. Amen

Those in church are invited to remain in their places.
Communion in one form (bread) will be brought to you
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Hymn during the distribution (288)
Words: Brian Foley (b.1919), Tune: Laus Deo: Richard Redhead (1820-1901)

1. Holy Spirit, come, confirm us
In the truth that Christ makes
known;
We have faith and understanding
Through your promised light alone.

3. Holy Spirit, come, renew us,
Come yourself to make us live;
holy through your loving presence,
holy through the gifts you give.

2. Holy Spirit, come, console us,
Come as Advocate to plead,
Loving Spirit from the Father,
Grant in Christ the help we need.

4. Holy Spirit, come, possess us,
You the Love of Three in One,
Holy Spirit of the Father,
Holy Spirit of the Son.

Prayers After Communion

All

All

Please stand if you are able. Silence is kept for a moment.
Faithful God,
who fulfilled the promises of Easter
by sending us your Holy Spirit
and opening to every race and nation
the way of life eternal:
open our lips by your Spirit,
that every tongue may tell of your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray together in thanksgiving and commitment
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen.
Notices and Banns of Marriage
Please be seated
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The Departure
Hymn: (408)
Words: George Bourne (1840-1925)
Tune: St Helen: George Martin (1844-1916))

1. Lord, enthroned in heav’nly splendour
First begotten from the dead,
Thou alone, our strong defender,
Liftest up thy people’s head.
Alleluia, alleluia,
Jesu, true and living bread.
2. Here our humblest homage pay we,
Here in loving rev’rence bow;
Here for faith’s discernment pray we,
Lest we fail to know thee now.
Alleluia, alleluia,
Thou art here, we ask not how.
3. Though the lowliest form doth veil thee
As of old in Bethlehem,
Here as there thine angels hail thee,
Branch and Flow’r of Jesse’s Stem.
Alleluia, alleluia,
We in worship join with them.
4. Paschal Lamb, thine off’ring finished
Once for all when thou wast slain,
In its fullness undiminished
Shall for evermore remain.
Alleluia, alleluia,
Cleansing souls from ev’ry stain.
5.Life-imparting heav’nly manna,
Stricken rock with streaming side,
Heav’n and earth with loud hosanna
Worship thee, the Lamb who died.
Alleluia, alleluia,
Ris’n, ascended, glorified!
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Blessing and Sending
Blessing of Light

All

All
All

All

All

All

The president goes to the Easter candle.
Blessed are you, sovereign God, overflowing in love.
With Pentecost dawns the age of the Spirit.
Now the flame of heaven rests on every believer.
Strong and weak, women and men tell out your word;
the young receive visions, the old receive dreams.
With the new wine of the Spirit
they proclaim your reign of love.
Amid the birth pangs of the new creation
the way of light is made known.
Source of freedom, giver of life,
blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.
For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus
Christ over the powers of sin and death. We have proclaimed
God’s mighty acts and we have prayed that the power that was
at work when God raised Jesus from the dead might be at work
in us. As part of God’s church here in Havant, I call upon you to live
out what you proclaim. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you
dare to walk into God’s future, trusting him to be your guide?
By the Spirit’s power we will
Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love?
We will
Will you dare to share your riches in common and minister to each
other in need?
We will
Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the
longings of God?
We will
Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark
places?
We will
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The Easter candle is extinguished in silence,
as a mark of the end of the Easter Season.
Then the president says:
All

The Lord is here
His Spirit is with us

All

May the Spirit who hovered over the waters
when the world was created
breathe into you the life he gives
Amen

All

May the Spirit, who overshadowed the Virgin
when the eternal Son came among us
make you joyful in the service of the Lord
Amen

All

May the Spirit who set the Church on fire
upon the Day of Pentecost
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ
Amen

All

And the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holt Spirit.
be among you and remain with you always
Amen

All

Filled with the Spirit’s power,
go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia!

An organ voluntary is played as the President leaves the Sanctuary .
Please sit once the President has left,
and appreciate the voluntary, offered in prayer by our organist
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Sunday Evening Prayer (6pm on Zoom)
To take part online, simply click here
Sunday 23 May
Pentecost—Whit Sunday
Hymn 6
Words: William Henry Draper (1855-1933) based on the ‘Cantico di Frate Sole’ of
St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226)
Tune: ‘Geistliche Kirchengesang’, Cologne (1623) arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

1. All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing
alleluia, alleluia!
thou burning sun with golden beam,
thou silver moon with softer gleam:

5. All you with mercy in your heart,
forgiving others, take your part,
O sing ye, alleluia!
ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and on him cast your care:

O praise him, O praise him,
alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia!

6. And thou, most kind and gentle death,
waiting to hush our latest breath,
O praise him, alleluia!
thou leadest home the child of God,
and Christ our Lord the way hath trod:

2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
ye clouds that sail in heav’n along,
O praise him, alleluia!
thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,
ye lights of evening, find a voice:

7. Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, alleluia!
praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, Three in One.

3 Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
make music for thy Lord to hear,
alleluia, alleluia!
thou fire so masterful and bright,
that givest us both warmth and light:
4. Dear mother earth, who day by day
unfoldest blessings on our way,
O praise him, alleluia!
the flow’rs and fruits that in thee grow,
let them his glory also show.

Psalm 139:1-11, 13-18, 23-24

1 O Lord, you have searched me out and known me;
you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
2 You mark out my journeys and my resting place
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and are acquainted with all my ways.
3 For there is not a word on my tongue,
but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
4 You encompass me behind and before
and lay your hand upon me.
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
so high that I cannot attain it.
6 Where can I go then from your spirit?
Or where can I flee from your presence?
7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there;
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.
8 If I take the wings of the morning
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
9 Even there your hand shall lead me,
your right hand hold me fast.
10 If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will cover me
and the light around me turn to night,’
11 Even darkness is no darkness with you;
the night is as clear as the day;
darkness and light to you are both alike.
13 I thank you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
marvellous are your works, my soul knows well.
14 My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was made in secret
and woven in the depths of the earth.
15 Your eyes beheld my form, as yet unfinished;
already in your book were all my members written,
16 As day by day they were fashioned ♦︎
when as yet there was none of them.
17 How deep are your counsels to me, O God!
How great is the sum of them!
18 If I count them, they are more in number than the sand,
and at the end, I am still in your presence.
23 Search me out, O God, and know my heart;
try me and examine my thoughts.
24 See if there is any way of wickedness in me
and lead me in the way everlasting.
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Ezekiel 36:22-18
Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for
your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my
holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you
came. I will sanctify my great name, which has been profaned among the
nations, and which you have profaned among them; and the nations shall
know that I am the Lord, says the Lord God, when through you I display my
holiness before their eyes. I will take you from the nations, and gather you
from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle
clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses,
and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a
new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart
of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and
make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances.
Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you
shall be my people, and I will be your God.
Acts 2:22-38
‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a
man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that
God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— this man,
handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But
God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was
impossible for him to be held in its power.
For David says concerning him, “I saw the Lord always before me, for
he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was
glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope. For you
will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience
corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make
me full of gladness with your presence.”
‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David
that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since
he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that
he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David
spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, “He was not abandoned
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to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.”
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.
Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received
from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this
that you both see and hear. For David did not ascend into the heavens,
but he himself says, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies your footstool.’ ” Therefore let the entire
house of Israel know with certainty that God as made him both Lord
and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said
to Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’
Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Hymn 221
Words: Arthur Campbell Ainger (1841-1919) adapted by Michael Forster (b.1946)
Tune: Benson, Millicent Kingham (1866-1894) in ‘Church Hymns’ (1903)

God is working his purpose out
as year succeeds to year.
God is working his purpose out,
and the day is drawing near.
Nearer and nearer draws the time,
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.
From the east to the utmost west
wherever foot has trod,
through the mouths of his messengers
echoes forth the voice of God:
‘Listen to me, ye continents,
ye islands, give ear to me,
that the earth shall be filled with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.’
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How can we do the work of God,
how prosper and increase
harmony in the human race,
and the reign of perfect peace?
What can we do to urge the time,
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea?
March we forth in the strength of God,
his banner is unfurled;
let the light of the gospel shine
in the darkness of the world:
strengthen the weary, heal the sick
and set ev’ry captive free,
that the earth shall be filled with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.
All our efforts are nothing worth
unless God bless the deed;
vain our hopes for the harvest tide
till he brings to life the seed.
Yet ever nearer draws the time,
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God
as the waters cover the sea.
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